CHAPTER X

PIETRO  THE  UNFORTUNATE
Born 1471, (Ruled 1492-1494 ) Died 1503

ON Lorenzo's death Pietro, the eldest of his three sons, suc-
ceeded to the headship of the family and the rule of Flor-
ence. He himself was twenty-one, his brother Giovanni (who
returned from Rome two months after Pietro's rule began)
was sixteen, and his brother Giuliano a boy of thirteen.
Pietro was strong, handsome, and excelled in all athletic
pursuits, but he gained almost in boyhood the name by which
he is always known. "It seemed merely to require that he
should be a party to any project for it invariably to fail of
success." This peculiarity his qualities of character did not
tend to neutralise. He had a heedless temperament, and was
more inclined to occupy himself in sport and amusement than
in attending to affairs of State; while he was cursed with a
haughtiness of disposition which he took no pains to conceal,
and which ill accorded with the sentiments of republican
Florence. Pietro was not a fool, as often stated.1 He was
simply an ordinary; young noble of his day, without more
brains than other people possessed. But the Medici had al-
ways had more brains than other people possessed; it was
expected of them; and they were not wanted by the Floren-
tines as rulers if they ceased to be thus gifted.

His wife, Alfonsina Orsini, was just of the character cal-
culated to double the difficulties created by his own faults.
She had a full share of the Orsini pride, and by her uncon-
cealed contempt for the Florentines had, even before Lo^
renzo's death, made herself intensely disliked by them
Seeing how esentially the Medici rule depended upon popular^
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